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The weekend of the 8th & 9th of November 

saw the running of the NSW state title for ten 

raters and round 7 of the NSW GP. Hosted by 

Koonawarra Bay SC  on the shores of Lake 

Illawarra. This was a much anticipated 

regatta and culminated a great year for the 

ten’s with fleet numbers slowly rising across 

the state. Competitors travelled from 

Foster/Tuncurry in the north, down to 

Melbourne in VIC. The ACT was well 

represented; as well as the local Sydney and 

Central Coast fleet. With an entry list of 26 

the fleet was split in two and carefully 

seeded by Marilyn Russell. Congratulations to 

the guys who are new to the class; for 

making a determined effort to enter, and see 

through a tough regatta. Good numbers in 

the middle of the fleet are indicative of a 

healthy class. Much of this is brought about 

by support from within the ACT and NSW 

fleets. 

  

 

 

 



 Saturday saw the N/East breeze fill early and PRO Jon Pinkerton had racing 

underway on time, with a long windward return course + bottom gate. Set 

right in front of the club the course made for good spectator viewing. As the 

day progressed the high tide released a fair amount of weed from the shore 

making some of the racing a challenge. Eventually most adapted skills to deal 

with it and the usual culprits moved into the lead group. With most boats 

down on “C” rigs, the fleet began to have its share of equipment issues, with 

some skippers slipping from the front of the fleet at the end of the day. The 

end of the 1st day’s racing saw a consistent Scott Condie with an emerging 

lead. Garry Bromley sat second after a lot of luck, followed closely by the 

mexican Andy Reid. Saturday night a large group headed to the local Chinese / 

Thai restaurant while several skippers headed to repair boat issues.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Overnight a reasonable southerly front swung the wind around and raised the 

chop to surf able. The course was shifted around the point to allow the start to 

be sighted. This introduced the rock point to the course and a lot of glare 

making it difficult at times to spot boats heading the lay line to the top mark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



With many more incidents on the water came plenty of penalty turns and the 

odd protest. Scott Condie remained consistent to slowly draw away with the 

lead. Garry Bromley suffered badly from not having a smaller rig, falling back 

into the fleet and allowing Andy Reid and Phil Page to show their experience in 

the testing conditions. Of note was Owen Jarvis making a strong return in the 

placing’s after suffering some boat issues. Eventually Scott (17pts) finished first 

with Andy Reid (41pts) and Phil Page (43pts) chasing hard for second and third 

place. The event certainly honed the small group heading to WA, with similar 

conditions expected. Several video’s uploaded on You Tube for those 

interested in ten rater surfing.  

 

 

Of note was the behaviour of the fleet in general, making the running of the 

racing a lot easier for Jon Pinkerton and the Race Committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Scott Contie (centre) 

2nd Andrew Reid (left) 

3rd Phil Page  (right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of note is the emerging  

Moustaches for the  

“Movember” promotion 

amongst the IOM sailors... 

editor. 

 

These can be viewed here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dMW4B_f3NA   

or search for Koonawarra 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 in youtube..... editor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4dMW4B_f3NA


 Thanks to all who supported the event with special mention of the canteen 

ladies, Marilyn Russell and the very weary rescue boat crew…. 

Regards. 

 Garry Bromley 

Commodore 

Koonawarra Bay Sailing Club   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Photography:  Marilyn Russell 

Scoring: Marilyn Russell 

Videoing: nobody wants to 

own up but we suspect Phil 

Page and Scott Contie with 

tutoring from Baz Lurhmann 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 


